BRIEF  ESSAYS

fire by focusing the sun's rays with a burning-glass;
but the rays are no different; they are the same as

those that are shot into space on all sides at all
times* Still, Providence is imminent in human
affairs, not by special acts* but by universal, eter-
nal, unceasing acts. Does it rain to make things
grow and to fill our wells and cisterns? We are
apt to take this view of things, but I noticed that
it rained at sea the same as upon the land. Men
and nations at war with each other, each seeking
to slay or overthrow the other* pray to the same
(Jod for victory. And (Jod helps one just as much
as He helps the other, not by special providences,
but by general providences, like the rain or snow,
or light or gravitation. His laws prevail, and whoso
obeys them (his will) best triumphs; God gives
him the victory. 1 notice that when the children
of Israel are defeated, or suffer any disaster, God
is always against them; but when they triumph,
it is Clod who gives the victory, and it is all true in
a strict scientific sense.

A clergyman mi the wrecked train thanked God
most fervently that the train did not go into the
river. It was clearly the hand of Providence that
saved them, he said. One would have thought that
if (Jod had interested himself at all in the incident,
He would have interested himself to have prevented
it. If not, wo must either suppose He was unable
to prevent it, or else unwilling, and either horn of

847ed, the more he will
